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SHS Student of the Week 
Najee Smith  

Important Dates 
 

Najee is the SHS Student 
of the Week.  Najee 
recently participated in 
the Reverse Career 
Fair.  He was 
knowledgeable, 
professional, and 
represented SHS 
well!  Najee always 
demonstrates his 

kindness towards others. He always helps other 
students and his teachers.  He also works to ensure 
SHS looks nice by picking up trash when he sees it. 
He works hard and wants to do his work to the best 
of his ability.   

11/23 – Attendance Recovery  
(8 A.M. – 12 P.M.)  

11/23 – SAT/ACT Prep  
11/26 – Second Quarter Interim  
11/27-11/29 – Thanksgiving Break  
12/14 – Attendance Recovery  

(8 A.M.-12 P.M.)  
12/20-1/3 – Winter Break 
 

 

 
SHS’s front office is now open! 

 
Office Hours for SHS and SHFA 

8:00 A.M.  -  4:00 P.M. 
 

Car riders should be picked up no later  
than 4:00 each afternoon. 

SHFA Student of the Week 
Danielle Moran 

 
Danielle Moran, the SHFA 
Student of the Week, is “nice, 
polite, and studious.”  She 
helps other students with 
classwork and different tasks 
around school.        
 

 

 

LEAD        LEARN        SERVE        EXCEL 
 



 

 

 

 

  

English classes at Swansea High Freshman Academy 

explored the idea of how one uses words to 

empower or belittle others.  Throughout the unit, 

students were asked to reflect on the questions:  

Who are we? and Where do we belong? 

With those questions in mind and the reality that 
words indeed have a powerful effect on others, 
students created children’s books.  Approximately, 
120 students visited the Early Childhood Center 
(ECC) to share their stories with the 3-5K students.  
Madison Meek commented, “I liked seeing their 
reaction to something I worked so hard on.”    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When creating projects that have authentic 
audiences, one of the points is that students are 
able to interact with others and learn from them.  
With this project, the ECC students were able to 
practice listening and reading skills while learning 
valuable lessons while the SHFA students were able 
to come back with new understandings of their 
own.  Cottia Taylor said, “It was really cool to be able 
to create a book from start to finish and then see 
how the little kids responded to hearing our story.  
They really liked what we created and gave us great 
feedback.  It was interesting to see how much we 
have grown up.”   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Power of Words  



 

SHS Student Completed Volunteer 

Work at Lexington Medical Center    
Carolina Mendez-Cruz completed 39 hours of 

volunteer work at Lexington Medical Center 

through the Junior Volunteer Program, a summer 

program for young students who are interested in 

pursuing a career in the healthcare profession. The 

program is a great way to introduce students to a 

variety of healthcare careers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolina primarily volunteered in Central Supply, so 

she delivered medical supplies to different 

departments in the hospital.  Carolina reflects that 

her experience taught her time management skills, 

communication skills, and integrity.  This role also 

showed her how to help others. This experience 

was especially beneficial, as Carolina has a career 

goal of becoming a Registered Nurse.  

The Junior Volunteer Program information comes 

out during the spring usually around March, and 

Ms. Kelly Hartley presented the opportunity to all 

of her Health Science students. To participate 

students have to be between ages 14-17 and 

commit to volunteering for eight weeks during the 

summer. The students’ primary role is assisting the 

hospital professional staff, and LMC strives to make 

them feel special and a part of the hospital team as 

they share in the privileges and responsibilities of 

the LMC family.  

 

 

HOSA recognized Breast Cancer Survivors in the 

community during halftime during the Pink Out 

Game on Friday, October 18, 2019.  Members 

sold breast cancer links for $1 and accepted 

donations with all proceeds donated to Prisma 

Breast Health Center.  HOSA members gifted 

these survivors with a pink carnation and a gift 

bag that included a breast cancer survivor 

button, bracelet, pens, notepads, and toiletry 

items.  HOSA joined forces with the football 

team and together they were able to raise 

$300.00 to donate to Prisma Breast Health 

Center.  

During the game, statistics were announced 
after each quarter and guest in the stands were 
asked if there were any other Breast Cancer 
Survivors in the crowd, and any additional 
survivors were provided with a carnation and 
gift bag as well for both home and away teams. 
“My favorite part of the pink out game was 
seeing the community come together to help 
support these women that we recognized and 
for other people who have had or have breast 
cancer before. Planning it was fun too,” said 
Abby Smith. 

Dr. Sandra Pound stated, "What a great Tiger 
Victory!"  She gave her thanks for us recognizing 
the breast cancer survivors during the pink out 
game and giving them a chance to encourage 
others who may be experiencing the effects of 
this dreaded disease. Another message she 
wanted to share with students is “Remember to 
never give up." 

 

HOSA Honors Breast Cancer Survivors 

at Pink Out Game on October 18     



 

 

 

INDIANAPOLIS (2, November, 2019/National FFA Organization) – 

Each year, the National FFA Organization honors FFA members who 

show the utmost dedication to the organization through their 

desire to develop their potential for premier leadership, personal 

growth and career success through agricultural education. 

The American FFA Degree is bestowed upon a select group of 
students in recognition of their years of academic and professional 
excellence. This year 4,353 American Degrees were awarded. 

Allyson Nicole Sanford, an alumnus of the Swansea FFA chapter 
was awarded the American FFA Degree at the 92nd National FFA 
Convention & Expo Oct. 30-Nov. 2, in Indianapolis. Allyson is the 
first SHS FFA member to receive this distinguished honor. Under 
the instruction of her FFA Advisor, Desiree Still, she demonstrated 
ability and outstanding achievements in agricultural business and 
entrepreneurship through her Supervised Agricultural Experience 
during her time at Swansea High School. 

To be eligible, FFA members must have earned and productively 
invested $10,000 through a supervised agricultural experience 
(SAE) program in which they own their own business or hold a 
professional position as an employee. Recipients must also 
complete 50 hours community service and demonstrate 
outstanding leadership abilities and civic involvement through 
completion of a long list of FFA and community activities. Less than 
one percent of FFA members achieve the American FFA 

Degree. 

Each recipient of the American FFA Degree receives a gold 
American FFA Degree key and certificate after being recognized on 
stage at the national convention. 

The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal 
growth and career success training through agricultural education 
to more than 700,000 student members who belong to one of the 
more than 8,600 local FFA chapters throughout the U.S., Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. More than 8 million alumni and 
supporters throughout the U.S. also support the organization. 

 

  

 

 

About National FFA Organization 

The National FFA Organization is a 
national youth organization of more 
than 700,000 student members as part 
of 8,600 local FFA chapters in all 50 
states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The FFA mission is to make a 
positive difference in the lives of 
students by developing their potential 
for premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through agricultural 
education. For more, visit the National 
FFA Organization online at FFA.org and 
on Facebook, Twitter and official news 
page of the National FFA Organization. 

 About National FFA Foundation 
The National FFA Foundation builds 
partnerships with industry, education, 
government, other foundations and 
individuals to secure financial resources 
that recognize FFA member 
achievements, develop student leaders 
and support the future of agricultural 
education. Governed by a 19-member 
board of trustees composed of 
educators, business leaders, individual 
donors and FFA Alumni, the foundation 
is a separately registered nonprofit 
organization. About 82 percent of every 
dollar received by the foundation 
supports FFA members and agricultural 
education opportunities. For more, visit 
FFA.org/Give. 

Desiree Still 
dstill@lexington4.net 
 

Swansea Graduate Receives National FFA Award    

https://www.ffa.org/news/
https://www.ffa.org/news/
mailto:dstill@lexington4.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westin Williams of Wagener-Salley High School 

Football, Michael Jones of Swansea High 

Football, Donovon Bush of Silver Bluff Football 

and Robert West of Strom Thurmond High School 

Football have been selected to play in the 2019 

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives Bowl, North 

versus South All-Star game in December. 

Aiken Electric is proud to support one of the 

nation’s premier all-star games and wishes these 

players the best of luck!  

 

Aiken Electric Recognizes Local High 

School Students   
SHS United’s FFA “Lives to Serve”    

“Learning to do, Doing to learn, Earning to live, Living 

to serve.” These words are The National FFA 

Organization’s Motto and SHS FFA members take 

every word of that to heart. According to 

Palmettopride.org, “Litter has been reduced by 60% 

over the past 30 years. Unfortunately, though, there 

are still people who insist on littering. Our state and 

local governments do not have the resources available 

to clean up the litter on our roadways. Our wonderful 

volunteers are invaluable to keeping our state clean. 

Clean communities are safe communities. Clean 

communities are good for tourism and economic 

development. Clean communities are a source of pride 

for all of us who call South Carolina home.” 

The Hutto family officially adopted I.W. Hutto Road in 
honor of a family member.  William and Benjamin 
Hutto’s involvement in SHS FFA while in school led to 
the FFA chapter’s involvement each fall and spring. 
Freshman FFA member, Esme Montiel said, “The roads 
are really messy and nasty from people littering so 
they need to be cleaned. The trash is bad for animals 
and the environment so that’s why I choose to 
participate in the FFA Roadside Cleanup.” 

“I just can't stand to see our community nasty and 
filled with trash. Some of us have more respect for this 
beautiful land than others. That's why I chose to 
participate in this event,” said freshman member 
Hannah Rivers. 

It was a very cold and crisp 40 degrees on the 
afternoon of November 13; however, despite the cold 
temperatures, SHS FFA had 25 students volunteer 
their time that afternoon and live by the words of 
their FFA motto, Living to Serve. 

If you have any community service project ideas for 
their chapter, please contact their advisor Desiree Still 
at dstill@lexington4.net or call her at SHS (803-490-
7007). 

 

mailto:dstill@lexington4.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLUMBIA, SC– High school students from 

across the Midlands had an opportunity to 

show their stuff at a “job fair in reverse” on 

Friday, Nov. 8, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Dutch 

Square Center on Bush River Road in Columbia. 

Employers were invited to meet with students 
from nine area school districts who used 
booths and displays to demonstrate their job 
readiness at the second annual Midlands 
Regional Career Fair sponsored by the 
Midlands Education & Business Alliance. 

Students came from high school programs 
preparing them for careers in a wide range of 
endeavors, from advanced manufacturing, 
construction and automotive trades to 
healthcare, agriculture, information technology 
and office automation. 

“The Midlands Regional Career Fair is an ideal 
setting to scout workforce talent and a great 
alternative to companies that traditionally hold 
their own job fairs or send recruiters to larger 
events. Attend this event and see what these 
promising young people have been learning 
and what they can bring to your enterprise,” 
said Lisa Call, Regional Career Specialist & 
Senior Director, Education & Business 
Engagement, at MEBA. 

The following Swansea High School students 
participated in this event: (Agriculture) Noah 
Skinner and Abigail Krasselt (Auto Tech) Nathan 
Aultman, Austin Baker, and Johnathan Tidwell 
(Engineering) Benjamin Bryan, Juliana Arellano, 
Eva Driggers, and Caleb Brunson (Health 
Science) Enna Mujica, Taryn Shoemake, Kaley 
Shumpert, Sierra Thigpen, Morgan Martin, and 
ShaKayla McKnight (Networking) Najee Smith 
and Lane Martin (Welding) Sebastian Snyder, 
Jake McGuire, and Nathan Manuel. 

Dawn Patterson 
dpatterson@lexington4.net 
 

‘Job Fair in Reverse’ Showcases Area 

High School Students Ready for the 

Workforce     

mailto:dpatterson@lexington4.net

